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Eastern Pwo language 


O C 

Eastern Pwo or Phlou, (Burmese: 3366| o QS006jC) is a Karen 
language spoken by over a million people in Burma and by about 
50,000 in Thailand, where it has been called Southern Pwo. It is not 
intelligible with other varieties of Pwo. 

A script called Leke was developed between 1830 and 1860 and is 
used by members of the millenarian Leke sect of Buddhism. 
Otherwise a variety of Burmese alphabets are used, and refugees in 
Thailand have created a Thai alphabet which is in limited use. 


Contents 

Distribution 

Phonology 

Consonants 

Vowels 

Tones 

Dialects 

Alphabet 

History 

Decimals 

Fractions 

References 


Distribution 

■ Kayin State and Tanintharyi Region: long contiguous area 
near the Thai border 

■ Bago Region: Bago and Toungoo townships 


Eastern Pwo 


% M 6 

Native to 

Burma, Thailand 

Ethnicity 

Pwo Karen 
people 

Native speakers 

1 million^ 

Language 

family 

Sino-Tibetan 

■ (Tibeto- 
Burman) 

■ Karen 
languages 

■ Pwo 

■ Eastern 
Pwo 

Writing system 

Burmese script 
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script 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

kjp 

Glottolog 

pwoel235 (htt 
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Phonology 


The following displays the phonological features of two of the eastern Pwo Karen dialects, Pa'an and Tavoy: 
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Affricate 

voiceless 
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Fricative 
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■ Post-alveolar affricates /te, t g h /, are realized as fricatives [s, s h ], among some formal dialects. 

■ /t/when pronounced slowly is phonetically realized as a dental affricate [t0]. 

■ Voiced plosives /b, d/ are pronounced as implosives [b, cf] only in the Pa'an dialect. 

■ /h/ does not exist in the Tavoy dialect. 

■ l\l may tend to be slightly fricativized [j] when preceding front vowels. 

■ Ixl may also be realized as a tap [r]. 


Vowels 
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Central 
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■ III does not occur after a /w/ sound. 

■ /i, u, £, 0 / are merged with /i, u, e, o/ in the Tavoy dialect.^ 

Tones 


Four tones are present in Eastern Pwo: 
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Dialects 

■ Pa’an (Inland Eastern Pwo Karen, Moulmein) 

■ Kawkareik (Eastern Border Pwo Karen) 

■ Tavoy (Southern Pwo Karen) 

Alphabet 

History 

The Eastern Pwo Karen language is heavily derived from the Mon script and the Burmese script. 
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Numbers 


Number 

Eastern Pwo Karen 
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10 

oo 

oSso(ao) 

luh chi/chi 

11 

DO 

0 C 

SO CO 

° L 

chi luh 

12 

°J 

0 0 

SOCTD 

chi ne 

20 

J° 

0 0 
cop SO 

ne chi 

21 

J° 

0 0 C 

CCD SO CO 

o o L 

ne chi luh 

22 

JJ 

0 0 0 

CCD SOCTD 

ne chi ne 

100 

ooo 

cou>Co(a>Co) 

luh pong/pong 

101 

ooo 

c c c 
COOCoCO 

L L 

luh pong luh 

1000 

3000 

c 00 , 0 c. 

cooc(oc) 

luh muh/muh 

10000 

30000 

CO col (col) 

luh lah/lah 

100000 

300000 

c 0 c . 0 c x 
COOOCo(OOCo) 

luh thay/thay 


The Eastern Pwo Karen numeric symbols currently does not exist in the Burmese Unicode block. 

■ The number zero, ploh plih (ooso), means "of no value". 

■ The number zero is not used in day-to-day life and mostly exists in writing only. People are 
taught to use the Burmese numeric system instead, including zero. 

■ Chi (so) denotes 10, any number from 1 to 9 before chi can be interpreted as "of ten(s)", so 20 

would be ne chi. Pong (toe) denotes 100, any number from 1 to 9 before pong can be 
interpreted as "hundred(s)", so 200 would be ne pong. Similarly, the same rule applies to 
thousand, muh (yc); ten-thousand, lah (col); and hundred-thousand, thay(ooCc). 

■ Numbers after the hundred-thousands (millions and above) are prefixed with thay (ooco), 
hundred thousand. For example, one million would be thay luh chi (oococoso), "hundred 
thousand of tens"; two million would be thay ne chi (cSSoCopso), hundred thousand of two tens; 
ten million would be thay luh pong (oococotoc), "hundred thousand of hundreds"; one billion 
would be thay luh lah (oocococol), "hundred thousand often thousands". 



Decimals 


Due to the close approximation to Thailand, the Eastern Pwo Karen adopts Thai's decimal word, chut, 
(Karen: ocy||^3, ocy||(3); Thai: 50; English: and, dot). For example, 1.01 is luh chut ploh plih luh (co 0060 
co). 

Fractions 

Fractions are formed by saying puh (6«) after the numerator and the denominator. For example, one-third 

1 P Q I- Q Q q 

(V 3 ) would be luh puh thuh puh (cooooco) and three over one, three-"oneths" ( : 7 1 ) would be thuh puh luh 
puh (oocooSo). 
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